A Selected Word Index to 
The Nighantu and The Nirukta 


This is primarily an index to the words listed in the Nighantu and to selected words discussed in 
the Nirukta, as given in The Nighantu and The Nirukta, Lakshman Sarup, Motilal Banarsidass: 
ISBN 0-89581-282-7. 


The Nighantu comprises lists of words handed down by tradition. The first three chapters 
consist of lists of synonyms terminating in a word indicating their common meaning; the fourth 
chapter lists 278 difficult Vedic words, and the fifth 151 names of deities. 


The Nirukta is Yaska’s commentary on the words listed in the Nighantu, giving their etymology. 
Chapters two and three are concerned with the synonymous words of the Nighantu, while 
chapters four through six deal with the Vedic words, and chapters seven through twelve relate 
to the names of deities. The first chapter discusses classes of words etc, and the principles of 
etymology — the latter subject continues well into Chapter 2. 


Table 1 is a cross-index between chapters 2 and 3 of the Nirukta, and chapters 1 to 3 of the 
Nighantu, i.e. relating to the synonyms. The columns indicate respectively the Nirukta reference, 
the number of synonymous words, Sarup’s translation of the common meaning, the Nighantu 
reference, and the Sanskrit word denoting the common meaning as given in the Nighantu. 


Table 2 gives the names of grammarians mentioned in the Nirukta. 
Table 3 gives some technical terms used in the Nirukta. 
The Dhatu Index lists the roots used to explain words, in the text translation. 


The Word Index is a combined index to the words of the Nighantu (in devanāgarī) and selected 
words of the Nirukta (in transliteration), the latter being essentially those words in italic in the 
text translation. Sarup gives alternate recensions for some sections of the Nighantu (e.g. 2:14): 
where a word is indexed as occuring only in the first recension, the reference is suffixed with ‘a’ 
(e.g. wate 2:14a); where it occurs only in the second recension, suffixed ‘b’ (e.g. arate 2:14b); 
and where it occurs in both recensions, there is no suffix (e.g. wat 2:14). 


2 Index to the Nighantu and the Nirukta 


The index entries for the Nirukta are normally followed by a single code letter in brackets, and 
may have one or more references in parenthesis (e.g. ahi [e] 2:17; (10:43) ). The meaning of the 
code letters are: 


e etymology given, in particular the dhatu 
m - meaning only is given 

n - nipata 

O - Obscure 

u - upasarga 

S - sarvanāman 

x 


- example of etymology, not necessarily related to the Nighantu. 
The reference in parenthesis indicates that the word is merely mentioned there (in the example 
above, the translated text in 10:43 gives merely “Ahi has been explained.”). 


Very occasionally there is an alternate format used for the Nirukta entry, where the Sanskrit 
word is followed by its English meaning in parenthesis (e.g. abhisu (reins) 3:9). This indicates 
that Sarup has used the English word (reins) in his translation, while the compiler has elected 
to include the Sanskrit word (abhisu) in this index. 


Finally, this is but a ‘first pass’ through the text, and not as rigorous and exhaustive as it should 
be (nor, due to time contraints, will be): if you are interested in taking this further and would 
like the unsorted originals, please contact the undersigned. 


This index is freely available as a 23-page PostScript file from: 
ftp://ftp.nac.ac.za/wikner /nnindex.ps 


Charles Wikner 
wikner@nac.ac.za 


02 April, 2001. 
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Table 1: Nirukta Cross-Index to Nighantu 1-3. 
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Āgrāyaņa 1:9; 10:8. Carmaširas 3:15. 
Audumbarayana 1:1. Tattīki 4:3; 5:27. 
Aupamanyava 1:1; 2:2,6,11; Vārsyāyani 1:2. 
3:11,18,19; 6:30; 10:8. Satabalāksa 11:6. 
Aurņavābha 2:26; 7:15; 12:1,19. Sakatayana 1:3,12,13. 
Kātthakya 8:5,6,17; 9:41,42. Sakapüni 2:8; 3:11,13,19; 4:3,15; 5:3,13,28; 
Kautsa 1:15. 7:14,23,28; 8:5,6,14,17,18; 12:19,40. 
Kraustuki 8:2. Sakalya 6:28. 
Gargya 1:3,12; 3:13. Sthaulāsthīvi 7:14; 10:1. 
Galava 4:3. 


Table 2: Grammarians mentioned in the Nirukta. 


accent, svara 2:1. meaning, of speech 1:20. 

analogy, samanya 1:20; 2:1. metaphor, luptopamanya 3:18. 

conjunction, samhita 1:17. metathesis, (letter transposition), viparīta 3:18,20; 
particle, nipata 1:4. 4:10,25; 5:26; 6:1,30; 7:12; 9:11; 10:31. 
prepositions, upasarga 1:3. modification, of penultimate, upadhāvikāra 2:1. 
anaptyxis, (letter augment), varnopajana 2:2. modifications, six 1:2. 

aphaeresis, (elision of initial letter), adilopa 2:1. nouns, from verbs, naman 1:12-15. 

becoming, six modifications 1:2. nouns, notion of being, naman 1:1. 

derivation, principles of 2:1—4,7. onomatopoeia, šabdānukrti 3:18; 5:22; 9:12; 12:13. 
derive, explain, interpret, nir-/brū 2:1. panegyrics, stutt 1:20; 4:13; 7:5,7,12; 10:5. 
elision, of penultimate, upadhalopa 2:1. principles, of derivation 2:1—4,7. 

elision, of final part, antalopa 2:1. reduplication, abhyāsa 2:2,3; 4:23. 

elision, of two letters, dvivarnalopa 2:1. simile, upama 3:13. 

enclitic, (without accent), anudāttaprakrti 5:23. speech, and meaning 1:20. 

etymology, nirvacana 1:15,17; 2:1. synonym, namadheya 2:5. 

elision, of penultimate, upadhālopa 2:1. synonym, ekarthamanekagabdam 4:1. 

form, grammatical, samskāra 2:1. synonym, naighantuka 1:20. 

form, weak, nivrttisthana 2:1. tautology, samanabhivyahara 10:16. 
formation, complex, vrtti 2:1. verbs, notion of becoming, akhyata 1:1. 
inflected, vyaya 5:23. words, four classes 1:1. 

inserted, vyavahita 9:10. words, designate objects 1:2. 


knowledge, vs learning 1:18—20. 


Table 3: Some Nirukta Technical Terms. 


Nirukta Root Index 


Index 1: 


Roots used in the Nirukta 


anc 2:28; 5:28. 

ang 7:14. 

at 3:15; 4:5,25. 

ad 3:9; 4:4; 9:17. 

adhi 1:8. 

an 11:47. 

ar 1:18. 

av 1:17; 2:2; 4:5; 5:3. 

aś 3:10; 5:3,13; 6:1; 9:7; 
10:27; 12:18. 

as 1:9,13; 2:1,2; 3:8; 7:12; 
10:34; 12:1. 

āp 3:10,11,15; 6:14; 8:4; 
9:26; 11:20. 

i 1:13; 3:10,19; 4:5; 7:14; 
10:1; 11:24. 

idh 8:4. 

ind 10:8. 

indh 8:7; 10:8,41. 

is 9:8,18. 

id 8:7. 

ir 4:23; 5:25,27. 

uks 12:9. 


ud 2:10,24; 10:9,41; 11:15. 


ubj 6:8; 7:12. 
ürnu 2:26; 5:21,23; 6:35. 
r 1:9; 2:7,25; 5:7. 
rch 9:32. 

Tj 10:10. 

rn 9:8. 

rdh 3:20. 

0j 6:8. 

kaj 1:12. 

kan 6:30. 

kant 9:32. 

kan 4:15. 

kam 12:13. 


kal 2:25; 3:18. 

kav 12:13. 

kas 2:2. 

kas 4:10. 

ka$ 6:1; 12:25. 

kas 12:25. 

kut 6:30. 

kup 3:19. 

kuš 5:26. 

kus 6:22. 

kr 3:1; 6:17. 

krt 1:9; 2:1; 3:11; 5:22; 
6:22; 9:32. 

krp 6:8. 

krs 2:20; 9:19. 

kr 9:14; 11:12. 

klp 6:8. 

kramš 2:25; 12:8. 

kram 4:27; 6:12. 

krām 6:12. 

kru$ 2:25; 9:19. 

kvan 2:2. 

ksan 2:25; 4:18; 6:1. 

ksar 2:5. 

kst 2:6; 10:14,27. 

khand 3:10. 

khan 3:13,17. 

khal 3:10. 

khya 2:2; 4:3. 

gam 2:1,5,14; 3:9; 7:12; 
9:26; 11:24,25; 12:7. 

gā 2:5. 

gāh 2:2. 

gur 3:5. 

guh 11:32. 

gr 1:10; 6:17. 

grbh 10:23. 


gr 2:28; 3:5,9; 9:4,5,8. 
gai 1:8; 7:12. 

grah 2:28; 3:13; 5:15; 9:8. 
ghas 2:5. 

ghus 9:9. 

ghr 7:24. 

cak 4:27. 

caks 1:9; 4:3. 

cand 11:5. 

cam 10:12; 11:5. 

cay 11:5. 

car 2:5; 4:27; 6:11; 8:15. 
cal 3:10. 

ci 1:4. 

cit 1:6. 

jamh 9:20. 

jan 10:10. 

jam 3:6. 

ja 3:6; 6:9. 

ji 9:17. 

jin 10:10. 

jū 5:1; 6:4; 8:9. 

jr 10:8. 

tak 11:25. 

tan 2:16,28; 3:14; 6:28; 10:7. 
tap 6:3,11. 

tas 4:24. 

tij 10:6. 

tu 9:25. 

tuj 6:17. 

tud 5:6; 10:7. 

tr 3:10,18,20; 5:26; 6:12. 
trp 10:10. 

trs 11:15. 

tr 10:27; 12:14. 

tvaks 8:13. 

tvar 6:12; 12:14. 


tvis 8:13. 
damš 1:20. 
daks 1:7. 
dagh 1:9. 
dad 2:2. 
dabh 3:20. 
dam 2:2. 
das 1:9; 2:17; 7:23. 
dah 7:14;. 
dā 7:9,15; 10:8. 
dag 1:7. 

div 3:15. 
dig 2:15. 
dip 7:15. 
du 6:4. 

duh 3:4. 

dr 10:8. 
dr$ 10:8. 
drs 3:10. 
dr 4:15. 

do 2:1; 10:7. 
dyu 10:7. 


dyut 1:6; 2:1; 5:5; 7:15; 10:7. 


dram 11:5. 
dragh 2:16. 


dru 2:10; 3:10,19; 4:3,15; 5:1; 


6:4; 8:1,9; 10:8; 11:13. 
dhanv 9:16. 
dham 10:31. 


dhà 1:20; 3:19; 6:17,20; 10:8. 


dhi 3:9; 11:42. 

dhis 8:3. 

dhü 5:12. 

dhuru 3:9. 

dhr 3:20; 10:8. 

dhe 11:42. 

dhvr 1:8. 

naks 3:20; 4:18. 
nad 2:24; 5:2. 

nam 3:9; 4:27; 5:23; 6:6. 
nas 6:17. 

ni 3:9; 5:23; 7:14,29. 
nrt 5:1. 

pan 2:17,26. 


pat 2:28; 5:2. 

pad 2:7,28; 5:19. 
panth 2:28. 

paš 3:16. 

pā 2:5; 4:18; 6:7; 9:24. 
pāl 6:12. 

pis 6:11; 8:11. 

pums 9:15. 

pus 5:14. 

pū 5:6. 

pūj 5:14. 

pr 1:20; 2:3. 

pr 2:22. 

pel 7:13. 

pyày 9:24. 

pya 6:28. 

prath 1:13,14; 2:2; 5:25. 
prāc 2:22. 

pri 1:20; 8:4. 

prus 2:2. 

psā 5:13. 

phaņ 2:28. 

bandh 10:4. 

bis 2:24. 

brū 2:22; 5:19. 

bhaj 1:7; 3:16; 6:28. 
bhat 2:1. 

bhand 5:2. 

bhas 5:12. 

bhā 11:15. 

bhid 2:1. 

bhū 11:15. 

bhr 2:17; 3:9,17; 4:24,26. 
bhramš 2:22; 5:19. 
bhrajj 2:2. 

bhram 6:20. 

mamh 1:7; 3:13. 
maņd 9:5. 

mad 2:2; 4:8; 9:5,17; 11.7. 


man 3:7; 4:4; 10:29; 11:29; 12:33. 


mand 2:5; 4:24. 

masj 9:4. 

mā 2:8; 12:7. 

mi 7:29; 10:21; 11:13. 
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mid 4:3; 6:12; 10:21. 

mis 3:16. 

mih 2:2,21. 

muc 6:1,3; 9:8. 

mud 9:5; 11.7. 

mus 4:5; 6:1,3. 

muh 6:1,3. 

(mrg) 1:20. 

mrg 9:19. 

mrc 6:11. 

mrj 1:20. 

mrad 2:2. 

ya 8:8. 

yaj 7:12. 

yam 10:19. 

yu 3:15; 4:24. 

ramh 9:11. 

raks 4:18; 10:27. 

ranj 4:19. 

rap 6:21; 9:11. 

ram 6:17; 10:8. 

ras 6:21; 9:11; 11:25. 

ra 2:12,18; 4:15,25; 11:30. 

rāj 2:3. 

ric 3:2. 

ru 10:5; 11:13. 

ruc 2:3,20; 3:13; 6:13; 
11:5,13,39; 12:7. 

ruj 6:1,4. 

rud 10:5. 

ruh 6:3. 

lag 4:10; 6:26. 

lang 6:26. 

lajj 4:10. 

lat 5:26. 

lamb 6:26. 

las 4:10. 

lāj 6:9. 

lī 3:5; 6:28. 

lū 3:5. 

vac 2:23; 3:13; 12:13. 

van 3:10; 8:3. 

vaš 5:1,13; 6:10; 12:5. 

vas 2:18; 4:24; 10:16; 12:5. 


Nirukta Root Index 


vah 2:2; 3:13; 5:26. 

vā 10:1,34. 

vas 5:1. 

vid 7:9. 

vi$ 12:18. 

vi 1:4,7; 2:6; 5:14; 10:1. 

vir 1:7. 

vid 5:16. 

vr 2:2,3,6,9,17,26; 5:1,21; 
6:2,28,35; 8:9; 10:3; 11:31. 

vrt 2:17. 

vrdh 2:17. 

ve 5:27. 

ven 10:38. 

vrand 5:15. 

vrašc 2:6. 

vrīd 5:16. 

šams 8:6. 

šak 1:4,8; 5:12; 6:32; 9:3. 

šad 5:24. 

šap 3:21. 

šam 1:10; 2:7,16; 3:5; 5:12,24. 

šav 3:18. 

šās 6:8. 

ši 10:39. 

šis 10:17. 


šī 2:16; 11:12. 

šu 4:13. 

šuc 6:1; 8:11. 

$r 1:10; 2:7,16; 3:5; 5:4; 11:24. 

6:8,9; 9:9. 

4:3. 

cut 2:1. 

nath 4:19. 

yai 4:3. 

rad 9:30. 

šrā 6:8. 

šri 2:7; 3:5; 4:13. 

sru 10:3. 

šron 4:3. 

švas 3:18. 

švit 2:20. 

sac 4:10; 9:14,20; 12:26. 

sad 3:8; 6:1; 10:9. 

sap 5:16. 

sah 4:27. 

st 6:12,28. 

stv 11:31. 

su 1:11; 11:2; 12:8. 

sū 12:14,19. 

sr 3:20; 5:28; 6:3; 9:26,40; 
10:9; 12:14. 
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srp 6:17. 

so 1:17; 6:9,23; 8:9. 
skhal 3:10. 

stubh 7:12. 

styai 3:21; 10:33; 11:32. 
sthā 1:18. 

snā 6:17; 12:26. 
snih 7:12. 

snai 7:12. 

sprš 4:3. 

syand 1:9; 10:9. 
sru 5:27; 6:3. 

svīr 12:14. 


han 1:1,7; 2:1,17; 3:18; 4:13,25,27; 


5:22; 6:3,11,17; 9:8; 11:43. 
hary 2:10. 
hā 3:13; 8:15. 
hi 4:27. 
hims 3:18. 
hu 7:15; 8:8. 
hr 1:1; 3:20; 4:19,24; 5:4. 
hras 3:13. 
hrad 1:9. 
hlad 1:9. 
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Index 2: 


Word Index to Nighaņtu and Nirukta. 


amša [m] 12:36. 
amšuh [m] 2:5. 
KATAH 4:2. 
amsatram [m] 5:25. 
amhah [e] 4:25. 
amhatih [e] 4:25. 
amhuh [e] 4:25. 
He: 4:3. 
amhurah [m] 6:27. 


amhüranam [m] 6:27. 


akūpāra [m] 4:18. 
APINA 4:1. 
3n: 1:7. 
aktus [m] 12:23. 
WH: 4:3. 
akrah [m] 6:17. 
HATA 1:11,12. 
WaT: 5:3. 
aksah [e] 5:3; 9:7. 
aksih [e] 1:9. 
AATA 1:12. 
JTA 2:14. 
WATT 5:3. 
agnāyī [m] 9:33. 
agni [m] (10:35); 
11:23; 12:41. 
agni [e] 7:14. 
ANRA: 5:14. 
sfera 3 3:13. 
agram [m] 6:3,16. 
AAMT 4:3. 
agriya [m] 6:16. 
AW: 1:13; 2:5. 
agha [e] 6:11. 
AIT: 3:24. 
AFT 2:11; 5:5. 
aghnyā [e] 11:43. 


ankah [e] 2:28. 
aūkuša [e] 5:28. 

anga [m] 5:17. 
angara (live coals) 3:17. 
aia: 5:5. 
angirasas [m] (11:16,18). 
angulayah [m] 3:8. 
WATS 3:11. 

wate 2.14. 

HE 4:2. 

accha [m] 5:28. 

AA VRC 5:6. 

aja ekapad [m] 12:29. 
AAT 2:14. 

AM: YH: 1:15. 
AGT: 1:13. 
FA 2:15. 

FANT: 4:3. 

ASH 2:17; 3:4. 
AGT: 2:15. 

anu [m] 6:22. 

HUH; 2:5. 

Waa 2:14. 

ati [u] 1:3. 

atithih [e] 4:5. 

A: 1:14. 

atri [m] 3:17. 

WIG: 2:5. 

WIE 2.14. 
WTF 4:2. 
atharvan [m] (12:33). 
HATI 5:6. 

3nTaTur: 5:5. 
atharvāņas [e] 11:18. 
adīti [m] 4:22; (11:22). 
aR: 1:1,11; 2:11; 


4:1; 5:5. 


rea 3:30. 
adityas [m] (12:34). 
HAI 3:10. 
3g Tq 4: 3:15. 
Hedy 3:3. 
adbhutam [m] 1:6. 
adma [m] 4:16. 
ASIA 4:1. 
admasad [m] 4:16. 
BFS: 1:10. 

adrih [e] 4:4. 
adhah [m] 2:11. 
adhi [u] 1:3. 
IDEE 4:2. 
adhriguh [m] 5:11. 
adhvara [m] 1:8. 
WAT: 3:17. 
ATA 1:3. 
adhvaryuh [e] 1:8. 
Way 1:3. 
FAA: 3:8. 
3raaf 4:3. 


anarvā [m] 6:23. 


FART 4:3. 


anaršarātim [m] 6:23. 


WAT: 2:3. 
HAdal: 3:8. 
AATAT: 4:3. 


anavabravah [m] 6:29. 


KATAH 4:3. 
anas [e] 11:47. 
AAN 2:142. 
anu [u] 1:3; 6:22. 
anumati [e] 11:29. 
ATAT: 5:5. 
AAY 1:11. 


oo XN 


anustubh [e] 7:12. 


anusamtavitvat [e] 2:28. 
anūpa (m] 2:22. 
ATT: 3:8. 

AIM 3:8. 

antah [e] 4:25. 
AAHH 2:16. 
AARE 1:3. 
antariksam [m] 2:10. 
antikam [e] 3:9. 
AA: 2:7; 4:2. 
andham tamas [m] 5:1. 
andhas [m] 5:1. 
WHA 1:12. 

annam [e] 3:9. 

anvāp [m] 2:22. 

apa [u] 1:3. 

AY: 1:12; 2:1. 
apatya [m] 3:1. 
ATAA 2:2. 

AUT AWA 5:4. 

apām napāt [m] 10:18. 
WIR 3:30. 

api [u] 1:3. 

ANAA 3:25. 

WY: 2:1,2; 3:7. 
FTAA 2:4. 

apnas [e] 3:11. 
apyam [e] 6:14. 
3nifiep d: 4:3. 
apratiskutah [m] 6:16. 
AIAT: 4:1. 

AAT 4:3; 5:3. 

apvā [m] 6:12; (9:32). 
WT: 3:7. 

apsarāh [e] 5:13. 
apsas [e] 5:13. 

abhi [u] 1:3. 
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abhiksanam [e] 2:25. 
ANET 3:9. 
abhitastiya [m] 12:40. 
ANYATA 4:3. 
KING 2:17; 3:29. 
abhike [m] 3:20. 
abhiksnam [e] 2:25. 


arya: 1:5; 2:5; 5:3. 
abhisu (bridle) (9:15). 


abhisu (reins) 3:9. 
FATT 2:4. 

abhütam [m] 1:6. 
abhyamana [m] 6:12. 


MAIS 4:3. 


abhyardhayajvā [m] 6:6. 


AAN 3:21. 
HAF 1:10. 
HH: 3:3. 
WF 1:12. 
sare: 3:7; 4:3. 
amatih [m] 6:12. 
WHA: 4:3. 
amatrah [m] 6:23. 
amatram [m] 5:1. 
KATA 4:3. 
HAT 3:4. 

afta: 4:3. 
aminah [m] 6:16. 
TATA 4:3. 
amiva [m] 6:12. 
amuthā [m] 3:16; 5:5. 
AFL: 4:3. 
HATA 1:2,12. 
STET 1:3; 2:16. 
KA 1:12. 

ART: 1:12. 
HATA 3:30. 
HTT: 3:3. 
ATS 4:3. 
amyak [o] 1:15. 
We: 1:2. 

Wat 2:14. 

HAT 3:29. 

aya [m] 3:21. 


ayāsah [m] 2:7. 
ayutam [m] 3:10. 
ĀTI: 2:14a. 
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